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AUSTRALIAN TIMBER DESIGN AWARDS

Site-specific design strategy ticks 
the all-important boxes
Alma Park Reserve Pavilion, St Kilda, Victoria
Completion date: 2016
Architects: k20 Architecture (Australian Timber Design Awards winner in 2014 
and again in 2015)

L OCATED IN the inner city suburb 
of St Kilda East, Alma Park is an 
area of both cultural and heritage 

significance. The bitumen pathway 
that runs in front of the building 
is heritage listed and the trees that 
surround the area are all established. 
The scale, massing and siting of the two 
pavilions engage with the surrounding 
environment while at the same time 
protect the neighbourhood character of 
the park.

In order to incorporate the specific 
components of the brief and minimise 
impact to the surrounding environment, 

k20 Architecture divided the program 
into two separate pavilions. With 
the assistance of an arborist, the tree 
protection zone was clearly defined 
and maintained throughout the design 
and construction in an effort to retain 
all existing trees on site. The siting 
of the pavilions were guided by a 
design process that involved a series 
of mapping exercises that overlayed 
the tree protection zone and the park 
area to create the shape of the building 
without disrupting the heritage pathway, 
adjacent railway or the tree protection 
zone. The resulting curve of the building 

emanated from the alignment with the 
tree protection zone. 

The use of a reflective cladding finish 
on the portion of the building which 
is shaped by the tree’s protection zone 
serves to highlight the curvature of 
the building as well as reflect the light, 
colour and movement of the surrounding 
environment. A typical approach could 
have resulted in a rectangular design 
response which would have led to the 
removal of a number of the mature Elm 
trees. k20 Architecture maintained that 
retaining mature and healthy trees is 
important for bio-diversity which retains 

the cultural significance of place and of 
Alma Park.

In addition to the site-specific design 
strategy, the project was designed to 
encourage female participation in sport 
with the incorporation of separate toilets 
and separate shower cubicles. The 
project provides for sporting change 
rooms and a community kitchen, which 
serves as a multi-purpose space with the 
ability to cater for a variety of functions 
including sporting and community 
events. The project has gathered support 
from local council and sporting clubs, 
with its unisex change rooms allowing 
for increased participation of women in 
sport.

From a sustainability perspective, 
the project was designed to minimise 
energy consumption across all avenues 
of the project from the specification 
of materials to day-to-day use of the 
buildings. Natural day lighting is 
maximised through the use of skylights 
with all artificial lighting controlled via 
motion and day lighting sensors. A water 
collection system was incorporated for 
water reuse in the amenities and very 
high water efficient fixtures can be found 
throughout the pavilions. A driving 
objective for the material selection was 
to provide a low-maintenance finish to 
withstand public use. Concrete within 
the project includes a highly recycled 
content to reduce the embodied energy 
within the material. In addition, the 
structural slab system was selected as a 
minimal impact solution to adjacent old 
growth trees.

The greatest challenge for the 
project was incorporating the program 
within a highly contextual response 
and the outcome is that of a series of 
buildings which are reflective of their 
environment. This is highlighted by the 
use of a reflective cladding finish for the 
portion of the building which is shaped 
based on the tree protection zone and the 
remaining facades clad in sustainably 
sourced recycled timber cladding 
iron bark. These elements combine to 
heighten the connection and relationship 
of the project within the cultural 
significance of Alma Park.

CLT helps 
bridge the 
gap

Residents  in Precinct 16, 
Putrajaya, can expect a quicker 
way to Precinct 1 when a 
pedestrian bridge connecting the 
two is completed in December. 
Putrajaya Corporation (PPj) 
has teamed up with Malaysian 
Timber Council (MTC) to build 
the Glued Laminated Timber 
(Glulam) pedestrian bridge, 
estimated to cost RM1.8mil. At 
47m long and 3m wide, the bridge 
will be made of local timber. 
Abdul Rahim said the project 
would strengthen MTC’s effort 
to encourage and promote the use 
of timber, as well as share the 
advent of technology in timber 
engineering.

Ply-high 
tribute to 
actor

While Thalaivar Rajinikanth’s 
new film Kabali was being 
released Rajini fans all over 
India and elsewhere are trying to 
out do each other with creative 
tribute strategies.. The latest 
to join the list is from Trichy 
where a 65 feet Rajini plywood 
cutout that has been placed by 
fans. According to fans from 
Trichy, the height of the cutout is 
based on the age of the superstar 
himself.  Karnan, a huge fan of 
Rajini and one of those involved 
in bringing this creativity to life 
said, “Ten years back there were 
cutouts being made for every 
film, but that has long gone. Now, 
we wanted to show tribute to 
Rajini sir and for his age and thus 
have set this 65 feet cutout.”

Combining 
forces

Combining machinery with 
tooling engineering talent has 
resulted in Leitz and Holz-Her 
receiving Challengers Award 
finalist status for the 2016 
International Woodworking Fair.  
Leitz QuattroForm tooling, as 
part of the HOLZ-HER MultiTool 
System, utilizes an innovative 
tool body gear system, allowing 
multiple edgebanding profiles 
to be machined by a single 
tool. The profile is selected at 
the machine control, and the 
changeover is completed in 
seconds. Numerically-controlled 
servos assure 100% accuracy 
and repeatability. The new 
QuattroForm system will help 
manufacturers meet the demands 
of mass customization and short-
run production.

Catering to 
a growing 
appetite

The American Hardwood 
Export Council (AHEC), the 
leading international trade 
association for the American 
hardwood industry, has hosted 
seminars for importers, traders 
and end users of American 
hardwoods in India. The 
seminars, in Jodhpur and 
Delhi, helped attendees obtain 
a better understanding of the 
physical properties, grades and 
the potential for applications 
offered by the different species of 
American hardwoods, and reflect 
AHEC’s renewed commitment 
to cater to and expand further in 
India, which has demonstrated 
a growing appetite for US 
hardwoods for a number of years.
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